3~z

Minhts ”;}“z\n"ﬁla.

VOUUME{LY] OCGTOBER{2009] NUMBERYM0}



Mail To: York Rite Masonic Order Center,
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087

Credit Cord: [ Viss [ MC [J AMEX [ Discover

YES, I wish fo order an exclusive York Rite Masonic Watch by Selco, Card # B Date: _/_
personalized with my Birthstones, Monogram and my Full Name and Si .

X . L gnature:
unique serial number engraved on the case back, as one in a limited
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[ Enclosed is my check/money order for $125* as Phone:

payment in full, OR

[ Charge my Credit Card $125* as payment in full as indicated at right. Email:
* Plus $12.95 for engraving, shipping and handling. PA residents add 6% ($8.28) sales tax. ©1(M 2009
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Grandy Master’s
Message

Roanoke, Virginia — LXIV Triennial

e ue to the deadlines for publication of the Knight Templar, this is the first
4 edition where information on the recently completed 64th Triennial can

C be reported.

From all accounts, the 64 Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of
Knights Templar was a most successful event. Minor ‘housekeeping’ legislation
was passed, and a new Knight Templar funeral service was adopted; but perhaps
the most important accomplishments were the charters granted to Sir Knights
in Togo and Romania.

During the conclave, following the issuing of charters to ten Romanian Commander-
ies, warrants were issued to form a Grand Commandery. The officers of the Grand
Commandery of Knights Templar of Romania were installed during the third session
of the Grand Encampment with thirty-seven Romanian knights present.

Additionally, three charters were granted to Commanderies in Togo. They have re-
quested warrants to form a Grand Commandery, and as soon as travel arrangements
can be made to confirm their viability and ability, they will be granted the warrants
and their officers installed to form a new Grand Commandery. Twelve Sir Knights were
present from Togo. Keep in mind that all of these Sir Knights spent between $2,000
and $3,000 to be present in Roanoke. That spells COMMITMENT in capital letters!

Tremendous interest in American Templary exists in Europe and Africa. It is
impressive and heartening to see that people from outside of the United States
are so interested in the Order we enjoy. We are truly becoming a world—wide
Order of Templary.

Y s

William H. Koon, I, GCT
Grand Master
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GrandiRecondends

Vr©®
Ofjice™
Grand Encampment Officers for 2009-2012

M:E: Grand Master - William H. Koon, Il
R:E: Deputy Grand Master - David D. Goodwin
R:E: Grand Generalissimo - Sid C. Dorris, IlI

R:E: Grand Captain General - Duane L. Vaught
R:E: Grand Treasurer - James M. Willson, Jr.
R:E: Grand Recorder - Lawrence E. Tucker
R:E: Grand Prelate - Robert J. Cave
M:E: Past Grand Master - Willard M. Avery
M:E: Past Grand Master - Ned E. Dull
M:E: Past Grand Master - Donald H. Smith
M:E: Past Grand Master - William H. Thornley, Jr.
M:E: Past Grand Master - Blair C. Mayford
M:E: Past Grand Master - James M. Ward
M:E: Past Grand Master - William Jackson Jones
M:E: Past Grand Master - Kenneth B. Fischer
R:E: Department Commander Northeastern Department - Vincent Alan Cowie
R:E: Department Commander South Central Department - Howard Fellows Entwistle, Jr.
R:E: Department Commander Mid-Atlantic Department - William B. Brunk
R:E: Department Commander Northwestern Department - Michael Burke Johnson
R:E: Department Commander North Central Department - David Michael Dryer
R:E: Department Commander Southwestern Department - Richard S. Butterfield
R:E: Department Commander East Central Department - Robert K. Cronk

R:E: Department Commander Southeastern Department - Terry Lewis Plemmons

R:E: Department Commander - Joaquim Pinto Coehlo
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2009 DRILL COMPETITION
RESULTS

FIELD DRILL COMPETITION AUGUST 2009

Team Score

Class “A” - 1 Team

1St Place oo Melrose No. 109, Texas 746

Class “B” - 3 Teams

1St Place o Park Place No. 106, Texas 915
2nd Place .....uuveeeeeeiiiiiiiieecee, Grand Commandery of Ohio 818
3rd Place.....ccveeeeeeeeciiiieeee e, Los Angeles No. 9, California 790

Class “C” - 7 Teams

Ist Place ..vvveeeeieeiciiiiieeeeceeee Dallas No. 6, Texas 932
2nd Place .....uvveeeeeeiciiiiiieeieeeas Greenfield No. 39, Indiana 907
3rd Place....ccoeceeeeeieeeeieee e Findlay No. 49, Ohio 899
Ath Place....c.ccoveecereeeeeeeeeeiveeen. Marietta No. 50, Ohio 867
5th Place....ccccooveeeviieeecieee e Raper No. 1, Indiana 843
6th Place.....cccveveeeveiiieieeecceinnns Coleman No. 17, Ohio 787
7th Place....coccueeeeieeeeeee e 9th Division of Ohio 771

Class “D” - 15 Teams

1St Place e DeMolay No. 9, Ohio 964
2nd Place.....cccoveveiiiiiii Amarillo No. 48, Texas 951
3rd Place...ccccceveiiiiiii Findlay No. 49, Ohio 949
Ath Place....cccvveeeeeiieeceiee e, Bayard No. 15, Virginia 937
SthPlace....cccccoviviiiiiiiii, Empire No. 83, New York 930
6th Place.....ccoeeeeeeeeeiieeeeeceeeeins Alexander Garrett No. 103, Texas 926
7th Place....ccooceeeeviieeeeieee e McKinney No. 34, Texas 924
8th Place.....cccceecveeiiciieeceiieees Raper No. 19, Ohio 921
9th Place.....cccovveeeeeeeiccnreeeneenn, Ivanhoe No. 24, Wisconsin 911
10th Place...ccoooeeeeeeeee Reed No. 6, Ohio 908
11th Place..cooeeeeeeeeee Austin No. 84, lllinois 907
12th Place...ccooeeeeeee Palestine No. 33, Ohio 905
13th Place...ccoeoeeeees Athens No. 15, Ohio 888
14th Place....ccoeeevcveeeeieee e, Grand Commandery of Connecticut 840
15th Place.....coovevvieniiieicee, Howell No. 28, Michigan 741
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Is Your Official Masonic Promotional
Products Supplier

Custom Coins,
Lapel Pins and Much More

We produce custom Commemorative Coins,
Lapel Pins Coffee Mugs, Pens, Pencils, Ornaments,
Belt Buckles, Key Chains and much, much more,
at affordable low prices. Our products are
custom imprinted to your specifications in
minimum quantities as low as 100 pieces. Let us
help you promote Freemasonry in style with
custom Masonic Promotional Products from CNF
Interactive. Mention this ad and receive a free
Masonic gift with your order.

Contact Brother Frank Looser today
for your FREE quote
frank@cnfinteractive.com
www.cnfinteractive.com
809 Cobble Cove, Nashville, TN 37211

800-765-1728




The apron shown below, belonging to Robert Burns, was on display at the Grand Lodge of
Scotland during the recent International Conference on the History of Freemasonry as was the
portrait of Burns as Deputy Master. Photos by Lisa Hay.

Templar And York Rite Pocket Crests Available
From Mt. Moriah Commandery No. 4.

These crests are the bullion embroidered style.

They are designed as pocket crests. The the York
Rite crests are 3 inches and the Knights Templar
crests are 2 inches.

They are absolute-

ly beautiful on the

Chapter red jacket,

or the Council

grape jacket. The

crests are $35.00 each plus S&H. Insurance extra
on request. Send check or money order to Sir
Knight Thomas Morrissey, 5340 LaSalle, Lincoln
NE 68516. All proceeds go to the Knight Templar
Eye Foundation.
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Lloyd C. Odom

Georgia

Grand Commander 1995

Born: June 6, 1943

Died: July 29, 2009
Donald Miller Estes
Kentucky
Grand Commander 1988
Born: October 29, 1929
Died: July 28, 2009

Carl George Carlson

Oregon

Grand Commander 1997

Born: November 26, 1936

Died: July 22, 2009
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A Chatt Wb The Miamnavgrtngy Edidtor

ince | have developed quite a backlog of letters to the editor (especially about

the relationship between Freemasonry and the Catholic Church). | thought it

would be good to publish some of these letters, so we have several pages of
letters to the editor this month.

For those of you who are Robert Burns fans, we have an article of interest to you be-
ginning on page 21 to commemorate the 250%™ anniversary of his birth. Did you know
that he was secretary of his lodge? See the photos on the opposite page.

We have persuaded Stephan Dafoe to share with us a few articles about specific,
significant battles of the crusades. The first one is on page 24. We are still trying dif-
ferent things in the magazine, so let us know what you like and don’t like, or if you
have suggestions about things we have never included, we would be interested in
hearing them too. | also had opportunity this month to catch up on the Beauceant
news beginning on page 27.

By odd coincidence, there are several pages from me in this edition. | promise you
that this is going to be the exception rather than the rule. | have a number of folks
working on articles for the magazine, but they are arriving more slowly than expect-
ed. Remember to send your submissions to me electronically at the e-mail address
shown on page 3.

As | write this, | am on my way back from a most harmonious and productive Trien-
nial session of the Grand Encampment. If you were not there, you missed a great
meeting in Roanoke. | had the opportunity to meet many of you with whom | have
had correspondance this last year, and that was a great honor for me.

| confess that this was the first time for me to witness the drill competition, and
the amount of time and effort these Sir Knights have devoted to the excellent per-
formances is awsome. | was extremely impressed! The drill competiton alone was
worth the trip to Grand Encampment. See page 6 for the scores. We now look for-
ward to another three years of progress in our great Order. | hope you will assist us
in our efforts as we strive to continually improve the magazine to provide you with
the news and in depth information you expect to see.

Congratulations to our new Grand Encampment line officers, Sir Knights Koon, Good-
win, Dorris, and Vaught. We also have a new slate of department commanders whom
I will be introducing in the next few issues, and we look forward to our next annual
Eye Foundation campaign under the leadership of Sir Knight Jeff Nelson.

John L. Palmer

Managing Editor
knight templar 9



Dear John;

I received the Knight Templar magazine
today and as always enjoyed receiving
it. The “new” look is much better, and
generally, the articles more interesting.
| read with interest last month the writ-
ings of Brother Tom Lang. This month’s
letters to the editor came as a surprise.
| am certainly not privileged to some of
the information the three responders
have, and | do not doubt their knowledge
as to interpretations of cannon law.

| have enclosed an article | had “cut”
from our Tyler newspaper, The Tyler
Morning Telegraph, dated Wednesday,
January 26, 1983. Yes, | actually thought
it would be most interesting as time
went by. | have carried it in my pocket
calendar since 1983. | thought it would
be most informative to you.

Also, of interest; in 1986, | was Chief
Rabban of our Sharon Temple, (Tyler) at
an Imperial Shrine Convention; Walker S.
Kisselburgh was Imperial Potentate.

He had an Imperial Potentate’s eve-
ning program with great entertain-
ment; Danny Thomas, Norm Crosby,
Foster Brooks, and Shirley McClaine. |
mention this because the three were
Masonic brothers, and Ambassador
Members of Al Malaikah Shrine Temple
in Los Angeles. They gave a very memo-
rable performance with standing ova-
tions. Part of Danny Thomas’s routine
included coming out on stage with his
Shrine “FEZ” on and giving a testimoni-
al about becoming a Shriner. He wanted
to be a Shriner, but realized he had to
be a Mason first. He then related the
circumstance; because he was a devout

10

Catholic, he had a serious problem.

Danny then told about how he flew to
Rome and had a personal visit with the
Pope, who | believe was Pope John Paul
I, in 1983. He related his wishes to the
Pope and the words from Danny Thomas,
on stage before several hundred Shriners
in the auditorium were “The Pope said
‘There was not a better organization that
he knew of than the Masons’”. So Danny
came back home and became a Mason
and a Shriner. We were seated in the
third row stage middle, so we could see
the tears on his cheeks as he spoke.

Imperial Sir Kisselburgh also had 14
well known Masons on stage during his
business meeting including the three al-
ready mentioned as well as Gene Autry,
Roy Rogers, Mel Blanc, Royal Dano, and
others whom | don’t remember.

L. A. “Pete” Peters
Tyler, Texas

John,

One of most precious tenets we hold
dear in the craft is that our members
are men of good character. This means,
among other things, that you always do
the right thing. It also means that you
admit when you are mistaken and do so
before your peers.

My belief that the ban on Catholic
men becoming Freemasons was lifted is

october 2009



one that | held for 25 years. The circum-
stances as | stated them in my original
letter are true. | now freely admit that |
formed a conclusion based on misinfor-
mation that was ultimately wrong, and |
humbly apologize and regret any confu-
sion my letter may have caused. | do not
intend to debate in this forum whether
the Catholic Church is correct in its posi-
tion. | do, however, appreciate the very
articulate responses in the August issue
of this magazine. | am also grateful that
many of our brethren maintain a high
level of knowledge in all facets of Free-
masonry.

Brother Cooper, “unfairly misrepre-
senting” any issue seems to infer a de-
gree of calculated deception. | meant
to deceive no one. | only stated what
| believed to be true (I heard it on the
evening network news or read it on the
Internet so it must be true!). Over the
years, no non-Mason has ever asked
me whether there was a ban on Catho-
lic men becoming Freemasons, nor did
| ever urge any Catholic man to petition
a lodge because | believed the ban had
been lifted. | presumed it was common
knowledge. So | never misrepresented
anything. It really is hard to prove a
negative.

Brother Walker, | wonder if they had
happy hour at the Goose and Gridiron
before their meeting.

Respectfully and Fraternally,

Tom Lang
Tom;

| believe absolutely that we can
misrepresent things without meaning
to, particularly when we are ignorant
that we are ignorant on a subject. | am

knight templar

pretty sure that | have done that a cou-
ple of hundred times. One of my favor-
ite quotes is, “We’re all ignorant; just
about different subjects.” | only wish |
could remember who said it.

| want to thank you for bringing up
the subject. | am convinced that because
you wrote your initial letter, hundreds
if not thousands of Sir Knights, includ-
ing me, have greatly reduced our igno-
rance about the relationship between
the Catholic Church and Freemasonry
and were privileged to read one of the
quaintest stories about Danny Thomas
I ever heard.

“Behold how good and how pleasant it
is when brethren dwell together in unity!”

Someone just gave me a copy of a Knight
Templar article entitled, “Buck and the
Mormons--Part | and Part Il, by Sir Knight
Joseph E. Bennett, KYCH, 33, FPS which
was | believe in the October or November
issue of 1999. | would like to know more
about the author of these articles, when
these articles were written, and any other
relevant information. Can you help me,
or refer me to someone who can?
Thanks much.

Melody Nelson
email: beyedoers@prtel.com

The article was submitted by Sir Knight
Joseph E. Bennett, KYCH, 33°, FPS, and
PD.D.G.M. of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.
His address at that time was P.O. Box
2735 Bandera, TX. Can any one out there
help Melody? Just contact her directly.
TheEd. 1



Dear editor,

I love the new look of the KT mag. Just
one suggestion. Please make sure the
color of the type in an article has a lot
of contrast with the background color.
As a 76 year old whose eyesight isn’t
the best, something with low contrast
is very difficult to read.

On another note, our Commandery
has several chapeaux in our armory
whose plumes have become very dusty
and dirty over many years. Does any-
one know of a way to clean the white
plumes without it being so costly as to
prohibit it? | would suppose that a lot
of Commanderies out there would have
a similar problem.

Thank you for your consideration.
Yours Fraternally.

Roger A Morris, PC, KCT, KTCH
Duluth No 18. Duluth, MN

We are still working on the color problems,
so | hope things are getting better. Con-
cerning the plumes —I don’t know, but I will
publish your letter and see if any of the Sir
Knights out there have a suggestion.

The Ed.

Dear Sir Knights:

We translated some of the most im-
portant messages of Knight Templar
Magazine, for our Mexican Knights.

So we are doing with some papers
existing only in English, as the Guide-
lines for Religious, Civic and Officers.
It is a great effort to make Templary
stronger in our country, where we are

12

founding the Grand Commandery.

Please, receive our greetings, especial-
ly for our Grand Master and tell him
that we are working hard to discover
this beautiful world of Templary.

Sir Knight Jaime Rios-Otero

Grand Commander

Right Eminent Sir Knight Jaime,

| congratulate you and express my ap-
preciation for all your efforts to bring
our magazine to our Spanish speaking
fraters!

The Ed.

Hello,

My husband Donald H. Schaap,
recently died and he subscribed
to this magazine for years. In his
memory, someone sent a check for
the Masonic Cancer Center. | don’t
know the address. Would you be
able to send that to me? Also, can
his name be mentioned in this mag-
azine as a memoriam?

Thank you,
Janis R. Schaap

Janis,

| am sorry, but | am not famil-
iar with the Masonic Cancer Center.
There may be more than one. There
is one at the University of Minnesota,
phone (612) 624-8484. Can anyone
assist Janis? | will gladly forward
any e-mail to her.

The Ed.
october 2009



Tlhey Gonfessed to Fhat??

A Continuing Analysis of the Mystery of the
@rials of the Ancient Templars

by

Sir Knight John L. Palmer, KCT
Managing Editor

tthetrial, the Knights were asked

mostly the same questions; how

old were they when they were

ceived into the Order; how long they

had been members of the Order; what

had happened during and immediately

after their initiation especially concern-

ing denying Christ, spitting on the Cross

or Crucifix, or kissing the one inducting

them into the Order; homosexual activi-

ties among the Knights, specifically sod-

omy; worshiping a head; and how they
had initiated others.

Raymbaud de Caron testified that he had
been initiated forty-three years prior at
the age of seventeen which made him
about sixty years old at the time. Geof-
froy of Charny stated that he had been
a Templar for forty years since he was
sixteen or seventeen making him about
fifty-seven years of age. Geoffroy de
Gonneville indicated that he had been
received into the Order twenty-eight
years previously, but did not indicate
at what age. Hugo de Perraud indicated
that he was initiated at the age of eigh-
teen, forty-six years ago by his father,
Hubet de Perraud, who was a Visitator
of the Templar Commanderies in France
and Poitou. As you may recall, a Visita-
tor was something akin to an Inspector
General in today’s military. At sixty-four
years old, he may well have been the

knight templar

oldest Knight in the group. DeMolay
testified that he had been a member of
the Order for forty-two years, but appar-
ently was not asked how old he was at
the time of his reception.

Concerning the question about worship-
ing a head or an idol shaped like a head,
Raymbaud de Caron, Geoffroy of Charny,
Geoffroy de Gonneville, and DeMolay in-
dicated that they knew nothing about it.
Hugo de Perraud testified that the head
was in the possession of Brother Peter
Alemandin and that he had seen it in
Montpellier.

Concerning the charge of sodomy, none
of the Knights had firsthand knowledge
of the practice although Raymbaud de
Caron and Hugo de Perraud indicated
that three members of the Order had
been incarcerated perpetually in Castle
Pilgrim for the offence. Hugo also in-
dicated that during initiations, he had
imposed on the initiates to abstain from
partnership with women, but, if they
were unable to restrain their lust, to
join themselves with brothers of the Or-
der. He knew of none who had done so.
Raymbaud de Caron indicated that he
had been told during his initiation that if
he could not restrain his lust, it was bet-
ter done in secret than publicly.

13



If I may digress for a moment, Sir Knights,
| see a similar problem developing in our
fraternity today. It seems to me that
some of our brethren are communicating
to the younger brethren that some of our
principles regarding morality are out-dat-
ed and not in touch with the times; that
perhaps we should be using something
other than the Bible upon which to base
our moral standards. It seems to me that
a “beautiful system of morality” without
the integrity to insist that its members
adhere to its espoused moral standards
and principles, is doomed to become “as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal” and
is on the path of demise. Only through
the strict adherence to our principles in
deed as well as in word, can we expect
to sustain our existence. Otherwise, we
lose our reason to exist. Sorry for the di-
gression, Sir Knights. | feel better, but |
would not want to hurt anyone’s feelings
or make anyone feel “uncomfortable.”
Let me get off my soap box and back on
the subject at hand.

’

Concerning questions about kissing, ap-
parently, Geoffroy de Gonneville was
not asked the question, DeMolay knew
nothing of the practice, both Raymbaud
de Caron and Hugo de Perraud said they
were kissed on the mouth as a part of
their initiation, and Geoffroy of Charny
indicated that he kissed his receptor on
his mouth and on his chest through his
clothing as a gesture of respect. Hugo de
Perraud indicated that when he initiated
others, he required them to kiss him at
the bottom of the back, on the navel,
and on the mouth. Hugo appears to me
to have been out on the edge.

The most puzzling answers were in refer-
ence to either denying Christ or spitting

14

on the cross or a crucifix.

All of them had a similar experience dur-
ing their initiation. Raymbaud de Caron
was taken aside after his initiation by a
“brother-servant,” shown a small cross
or crucifix and told “You must denounce
this one” to which Raymbaud replied
“And so, | denounce.” Geoffroy of Charny
was taken aside by the Brother who initi-
ated him, shown a crucifix with an effigy
of Christ and told that he should not be-
lieve in the Crucified, but should, in fact,
denounce him. Geoffroy de Gonneville
was shown a cross depicted in some
book and told that he should denounce
the one whose image was depicted
on that cross. On refusing to do so he
was finally convinced by his receptor
to agree to tell any of the Knights who
asked him that he had made the denun-
ciation. Hugo de Perraud testified that
he was shown a cross with an effigy of
Christ and that the demand was made of
him that he “denounce the One whose
image was depicted there.” He refused
at first, but later complied with the de-
mand. DeMolay testified to a similar
experience. Geoffroy of Charny also in-
dicated that he had received many oth-
ers into the order without demanding a
denunciation of the cross.

Only DeMolay and Geoffroy de Gonn-
eville indicated that they had been or-
dered to spit on the cross and neither
admitted doing so. It is interesting to
note that all pointed out that this busi-
ness of denouncing the cross was done
by them “with the mouth only and not
in the spirit.”

Next month we will try to make some
sense of all this confessing.

october 2009



Solution to Cryptic Puzzle on Page 21
of September Issue

(28 o)
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ACROSS
1. PILOTS anagram
4. SPEC.+1+AL
9. PAT + SY(stem)
12. IRAQI OIL UNITS anagram
16. ORIGAMI LENSES anagram
19. SPARK LING WI NE(ver) hidden
21. THE FOE homophone
22. PLATE >CA

23. CORE > BI
DOWN
1. R<PIGGISH
2. S(enatus) P(opulus)Q(ue)

R(omanus) double definition

INTER + POL(s.)

PEERS homophone

10. STRIP double definition

11. PLI(ant) + O(bs)CENE - ANT - B.S.
13. MET(ropolitan) + RIC(ketiness)
14. (b)EAGLE

15. U.S. + AGE

17. R.AA.+ MA

18. LIMB double definition

20. WAR acrostic

3. (cen)TAU(r) hidden
4, S+TILL+LIFE

5. IS < CH(urch) + RT.
6. IS+IS

7. AL+ ARMING

8.

9.

knight templar

Subscriptions to the Knight Tem-
plar magazine are available from
the Grand Encampment office at
a rate of $15.00 per year. Indi-
vidual issues in quantities of less
than 10 can be obtained for $1.50
each from the office of the man-

aging editor if available. Inquire
via e-mail to the managing edi-
tor for quantities in excess of 10.
Some past issues are archived on
our web site.
http://www.knightstemplar.org.
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Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.
1000 East State Parkway, Suite |
Schaumburg, IL 60173
Phone (847) 490-3838
Fax (847) 490-3777

NEW CONTRIBUTORS TO THE KTEF CLUBS

Grand Master’s Club

No. 5,526 James R. Southard (TX) No. 5,527 Bruce K. Pratt (MA/ RI)
No. 5,528 Gary R. Wallace (TX) No. 5,529 Billie Lee Ford (WV)
No. 5,530 Jarrod Ray Phillips (WV) No. 5,531 Charles F. Trader, IIl (WV)

No. 5,532 Rev. David M. Clawson (PA)

Grand Commander’s Club
No. 102,952 Gary R. Wallace (TX) No. 102,953 Robert J. Bigelow (WY)
No. 102,954 Jason Anthony Crowe (AL) No. 102,955 James C. & Alma Heap (IN)
No. 102,956 Robert J. Rhoads (PA) No. 102,957 Daniel L. Rose (VA)
No. 102,958 B. Ralph Gentry (OH)

How to Join the Grand Commander’s or the Grand Master’s Clubs

Any individual may send a check in the amount of $100 or more specified for
the purpose of beginning a Grand Commander’s Club membership and made
payable to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. This initial contribution will be-
gin your Grand Commander’s Club membership. In addition, members of the
Grand Commander’s Club pledge to make annual contributions of $100 or more.
Once contributions total $1,000, the individual is enrolled in the Grand Master’s
Club. Membership is open to individuals only, and Commandery credit is given
for participation. Information is available from: Knights Templar Eye Foundation,
Inc.; 1000 E. State Parkway, Suite I; Schaumburg, Illinois 60173-2460. The phone
number is: (847) 490-3838. The fax number is (847) 490-3777.
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Items for this section may be submit-
ted by e-mail to ktmagazine@comcast.
net. Items sent by mail will no longer
be accepted.

Please visit the classified section of our
website. These and other listings can
be found on the Grand Encampment

web site at:
http://knightstemplar.org/knightvoices/

B Wanted To Buy: Oklahoma Sir Knight
is collecting “Lionel Trains”. Please look
in your attic or your storage closet and
call or write John Alexander, 7617 E. 66th
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133-1802,
Phone 1-918-252-4981. | will answer all
inquires-Thank You.

B wanted To Buy: Daggers, swords
and any other military items—U.S., Ger-
man, or others. American Flyer, Lio-
nel, or Marx trains or train sets (in any
condition). Civil War articles including
money, stamps (Confederate or Union),
and pre-1924 US stamps German or
German (Axis) WW |l stamps. Retired
Sir Knight Tim Rickheim, 14761 Tunnic-
liffe Road, Petersburg, Ml. 49270-9716/
email: vonRueckheim@hotmail.com or
call collect (734)854-3021— | will answer
ALL inquires=THANK YOU !!

B Wanted: Always buying and trading
for old law enforcement items. Badges,
patches, call boxes, sirens, other police
equipment particularly with Masonic
motif. Lawrence Baird P.M. PO BOX 1459
MORENO VALLEY CA 92556

knight templar
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Sale of Blue Lodge Afghan-Throw to
Benefit the KTEF

This Blue Lodge throw is made of 100%
cotton and has many advantages over
the old triple-weave design because it
has 360 picks
per square inch,
which enhances
the color im-
mensely. There
are new items
in the design,
including the 3
steps to Free-
masonry. It has a
black and white
checkered floor
leading up to
the center column, and the square and
compass are larger and enhanced with
a cluster of leaves symbolizing Acacia of
Freemasonry. The afghan measures 48
inches by 60 inches and is light-weight but
weaved very tight for definition. There
are only 1,000 of these made, and each
one comes with a beautiful certificate
so that you may write your important
dates of Freemasonry on it. The price is
$48.00 each, including shipping in the US.
All profits go to the KTEF. Send check or
money order to: Sandra Knotts, P.O. Box
158, Trexlertown, PA 18087-0158.

We publish letters and articles from a
variety of sources and points of view.
The opinions expressed in these ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the
opinions or policy of the Grand En-
campment, the Knight Templar mag-
azine, or the Editorial Review Board.
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General Supplement

The space on these two pages is provided by the Knight Templar maga-
zine to be used by the Grand Commanderies to communicate with the in-
dividual Sir Knights in their jurisdictions on a monthly basis. From time
to time and for various reasons, we fail to receive any material from the
editor of the state supplement for a given month. When this happens,
we take the opportunity to offer you the information below. — The Ed.

18
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The photo on the left is of the synagogue in Capernuim, Israel near Peter’s
house where Jesus taught and is copyrighted by Noel Powell, Schaumburg.
The photo above is of a tunnel which connected the Templar fortress with that
of the Hospitalers in Acre, also in Israel and is copyrighted by Paul Prescott.
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CRYPTIC PUZZLE
by Loki
Solution in Next Month’s Issue

1 2 3 a 5 6 7 8 9

I E
13 14
I 15 16 |17 |
—
19

—
—
20

21 Izz

23 I 24
—
25

2 o7

DOWN

2. Female monster in spy group took
GED exam (6)

3. Surcharge for extinct Egyptian icon
(5)

4. Negotiable ransom fee for better
than a good man (9)

5. Plug Hector (3)

6. Happened across crackling funeral
fire (9)

8. Claim all “C” bids illegally (4,4)

9. Home to Knights Templar in west-
ern Yukon or western Kodiak, with
blown tire (4,4)

10. Loudly you praised, with hands
held high (8)

12.

13.

14.

15.

18.
19.

21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

ACROSS
Ridicule a Funk poet freely (4,3,2)
Small whimper from seeing the
future (4)
Golf course found at the carnival
(7)
Professional team loses a stand-in
(3,3)
Noisy police capture of square-
dance man (6)
Injection in back of turbulent plains
(6)
Request, as Knight (3)
Envoy caught American fish by a
rod cast west (10)
Sonically average fish’s home (3)
Trade stories with a project’s heads
(4)
Southern state history boiled down
to rubble (6)
Treasure opener bid it outrageously
for a tiny piece (6)
Washington’s water in cauldron of
macaroni (7)
Stupid man’s way to treat an air-
plane (4)
Land of enchantment, where once
we mix various spells (3,6)

11.

16.
17.

20.

Literary place where scary sound
makes Knights jump (8)

Tropical fruit in cat’s forefeet (6)
Upward aid in cozy, endless star
paths (6)

Sum of chopper blade’s spiral,
horned African beast (5)

Grand Commandery of California
Sesquicentennial Coins to Benefit the
Knights Templar Eye Foundation

The author is a Knight Templar who follows
Cryptic Crossword tradition by setting puz-
zles under a crucinym, choosing Loki, the
Norse god of mischief. If you would like de-
tailed instructions on how to solve Cryptic
clues, Loki would be happy to oblige. Con-
tact him at <okl.loki@gmail.com> or at 2501
W. Zia Rd., #6104; Santa Fe, NM 87505.

The Grand Commandery of California is selling its

Sesquicentennial coins for $15.00, postage paid,

and all profits from the sale will be donated to the

Knights Templar Eye Foundation. Make checks pay-

able to and send to: Charles R. Waterman, Jr., 731 Scottsdale Drive, Vacaville, CA 95687.

20
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Sir Knight Henrg Kent)
Rober‘c Bums) and the Stolen Foem

by

Sir Knight Paul Rich

ne of Brother Robert Burns

(1759-1796) most recited

works in Masonic circles, the
poem “The Master’s Apron”, was actu-
ally written by an American Knight Tem-
plar.

If you are an active Mason, the chances
are that you have heard “The Master’s
Apron” on many occasions:

Ther’s mony a badge that’s unco braw;
Wi’ ribbon, lace and tape on;

Let kings an’ princes wear them a’ —
Gie me the Master’s apron!

The honest craftsman’s apron,
The jolly Freemason’s apron,

Be he at hame, or roam afar,
Before his touch fa’s bolt and bar,
The gates of fortune fly ajar,

‘Gin he but wears the apron!

For wealth and honor, pride and power
Are crumbling stanes to base on;
Eternity suld rule the hour,

And ilka worthy Mason!

Each Free Accepted Mason,

Each Ancient Crafted Mason.

Then, brithers, let a halesome sang
Arise your friendly ranks alang!
Guidwives and bairnies blithely sing

To the ancient badge wi’ the apron string
That is worn by the Master Mason!

knight templar

Despite hundreds of web sites attribut-
ing the poem to Burns, it was printed
in an American periodical The Granite
State Monthly in 1882 as by Sir Knight
Henry Oakes Kent. (1834-1909) “Writ-
ten as a sentiment at a public banquet
of North Star and visiting lodges, at Lan-
caster...” It turns out that our fellow
Templar was very proud of “The Apron”,
and it is listed in his auto-biography, in
the Genealogical and Family History of
the State of New Hampshire (by Ezra S.
Stearns and William Frederick Whitcher,
1908) available on the web: “...his bal-
lad ‘The Master’s Apron,” widely known
of Masons.” The lines appear as by Kent
in 1902 in a much circulated fraternal
humor book Goat Rides, Butts, and Goat
Hairs," which is still in print.

Kent felt the call of the muse on many
occasions. If he wasn’t a famous poet, at
least he did not lack industry.™ In the Ge-
nealogical and Family History we are told,
“Colonel Kent has not confined his activ-
ity in literature entirely to prose, but has
written some gems in verse that would
be a credit to a poet of acknowledged
reputation...” His military service in the
American Civil War and a successful legal
career did not interfere with producing
enough lines to earn pages in The Poets
of New Hampshire in 1883.

A mountain in New Hampshire is named
for him," but his moment in history was
as an aide at Gettysburg to President
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Lincoln when Lincoln
delivered the famous
address, which Kent
invariably noted in his
Who’s Who entries. An
unsuccessful candidate
for Governor of New
Hampshire,Y he was
active for many vyears
in North Star Lodge in
his town of Lancaster,
Grand Lecturer of the
Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, and Grand
Commander of the
Knights Templar in New
Hampshire. Contempo-
raries praised his genial-
ity, presence, and “per-
sonal magnetism.”

That his poem could be
“stolen” from him and so
often listed as by Robert
Burns is really a huge
compliment. His “Burn-
sian imagery” in the
poem reflects the great
influence Burns had in
America. When Andrew Jackson ran for
President in 1828, supporters chorused
Let auld acquaintance be forgot, And
never brought to mind, and Jackson be our
President and Adams left behind.” *"

“

For the 250" anniversary of the birth
of Burns, | was asked to give a paper in
Edinburgh at an international confer-
ence on Freemasonry. The Scots were
very good natured when | told them that
the famous poem was really by a New
Hampshire Sir Knight. Burns himself had
a great sense of humor, and perhaps
some famous lines by him (and they re-

22

Sir Knight Henry Oakes Kent

ally are by him!) are appropriate about
the whole case of the poem that wasn’t
what it seemed:

The best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men
Gang aft a-gley,

An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,
For promised joy.

Still thou art blest, compared wi’ me!
The present only toucheth thee:

But, oh! I backward cast my e’e

On prospects drear!

An’ forward , tho’ | canna see,

I guess an’ fear!
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Notes:

" On the web at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=wRYXAAAAYAAJ&pg=PP10&Ipg=PP-
10&dqg=henry+o.+kent+master%27s+apron&source=bl&ots=UDG6
1r2Zh-h&sig=uCcBT8fYReZlo-8rFOU94YtDymo&hl=en&ei=9bcDSr-
7c0aCltgeB9sSPBw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5 and in Internet Archive at
http://www.archive.org/stream/granitestatemon08unkngoog/granitestatemon08unkngoog_
djvu.txt.

“In the obit in the Proceedings of the Grand Commandery KT of NH Kent was ‘editor and pro-
prietor of the Coos Republican from 1858 to 1870. | thought that might be a potential source
for more Kent poetry” Jeffrey Croteau to Paul Rich, email, 12 May 2009.

i James Pettibone, Goat Rides, Butts and Goat Hairs, C.B. Pettibone Publishers, Cincinnati,
1902, 109.

i Grenville M. Doges, William Arba Ellis, Norwich University, 1819-1911, Vol.l, Capital City
Press, Montpelier (Vermont), 1911, 391.

v An account of climbing Mount Kent : http://www.alpinedave.com/mt_kent/mt_kent.html
v “Henry O. Kent for Governor: New Hampshire Democrats Make him Their Candidate”, New
York Times, 7 September 1894, http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.htm|?res=9FODEODB1
531E033A25754C0A96F9C94659ED7CF

Vi John B. Clarke ed., Sketches of Successful New Hampshire Men, John B. Clarke, Manchester
(New Hampshire), 1882, 24.

Vi Ferenc Morton Szasz, Abraham Lincoln and Robert Burns: Connected Lives and Legends,
Southern lllinois University Press, Carbondale (lllinois), 2008, 37.

Sir Knight Paul Rich is President of the
Policy Studies Organization and is a mem-
ber of South Shore Commandery in East
Weymouth, Massachusetts. He can be
reached at rich@hoover.stanford.edu
and his address is:

1527 New Hampshire Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

The Grand Commandery of Tennessee
is selling its 150" Anniversary Coin for
$15.00 each, postage paid, with all
profits going to the Knights Templar
Eye Foundation. Make check or money
order payable to: Dale E. Loudermilk,
125 Spring Creek Road, Estill Springs,
TN 37330-3218
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The Battle of Montgisard

Stephen Dafoe

The following article, part one in a series on Templar Battles, is adopted from Ste-
phen Dafoe’s book Nobly Born: An lllustrated History of the Knights Templar, pub-

lished by Lewis Masonic.
hen King Baldwin IV reached
W the age of 16 in 1177, Count
Raymond of Tripoli’s regency
of the Kingdom of Jerusalem came to an
end. Now in power, the leper king imme-
diately became involved in military cam-
paigns despite his growing illness. When
Philip of Flanders decided to go north to
help Raymond in a campaign against the
Muslims, Baldwin sent one thousand
knights and two thousand foot soldiers
to assist as well as a number of Templars.
This left the kingdom with far fewer men
than they had sent, and Saladin quickly
learned of the kingdom’s weakened con-
dition.

On November 18, 1177, Saladin
crossed into Christian territory with a
massive army said to have been com-
posed of twenty-six thousand light cav-
alry, eight thousand men on camels, and
an additional one thousand men who
formed Saladin’s bodyguard. Knowing
that his army greatly outnumbered the
Christians, Saladin confidently began
his northward march up the Palestin-
ian coast. However, the kingdom was
not without its own intelligence, and as
soon as word arrived that the sultan was
on the move, Odo de St Amand who was
then Master of the Templars ordered
every knight he could gather to move
south to Gaza to fend off the Muslims.

Saladin, perhaps realizing that the

24

Templars would respond in such a man-
ner, sailed on past Gaza and set out to be-
siege Ascalon which had been captured
two decades earlier. Baldwin, who had
been able to gather about five hundred
knights, headed straight for the port
city arriving a few hours before Saladin
and his army. But Saladin once again
changed his plans. Since the Templars
were guarding Gaza and the king and his
men were guarding Ascalon, the sultan
realized that the road between him and
Jerusalem lay empty of his Christian ene-
mies. Leaving a small contingent to keep
Baldwin occupied, Saladin moved north
towards Jerusalem, his mouth surely sal-
ivating at the prospect of capturing the
Holy City. But overconfidence caused
Saladin to let his guard down. The nor-
mally tight rein he kept on his men was
loosened, and they were allowed to
wander and pillage the countryside.

Baldwin somehow managed to get
word to the Templar garrison at Gaza
as to what was happening. His messen-
ger told the Templars there to abandon
Gaza and head north to Ascalon to help
their king. When the Templars arrived
at Ascalon, Baldwin along with Reynald
de Chatillon and the army flew out of
the city, and the united Christian forc-
es moved north to lbelin, where they
swung inland towards Jerusalem.

Exactly one week after he had crossed
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over from Egypt, Saladin and his army
were crossing a ravine near Montgisard,
southeast of Jerusalem, when the Chris-
tians came crashing down on them from
the north. Saladin had no idea what was
coming his way.

With the element of surprise on
their side, the Christians, despite be-
ing incredibly outnumbered, were able
to send Saladin’s army from the field
of battle. The victory was owed to the
Templars and their heavy charge led
by Odo de St Amand and eighty of his
brethren. Ralph of Diss in chronicling
an eyewitness account of the Battle of
Montgisard wrote of the devastating ef-
fect of the Templars’ charge:

‘Spurring all together, as one man,

they [the Templars] made a charge,
turning neither to the left nor to the

knight templar

right. Recognizing the battalion in which
Saladin commanded many knights, they
manfully approached it, immediately
penetrated it, incessantly knocked down,
scattered, struck and crushed. Saladin
was smitten with admiration, seeing his
men dispersed everywhere, everywhere
turned in flight, everywhere given to the
mouth of the sword.”

Many of Saladin’s men left the field
before the first wave of the Templars’
charge hit; those who had the cour-
age to hold their positions were all but
destroyed by the Christians. Soon the
Egyptian army was in flight, abandon-
ing not only the booty they had cap-
tured as the pillaged their way towards
Jerusalem, but also many of their own
weapons. If the humiliation in the field
was not enough, the journey home only
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added to it. As the army crossed the
Sinai Desert, they were regularly ha-
rassed by Bedouins, while others who
stopped in villages to beg for food and
water were slain or handed over to the
Christians as captives.

As for Saladin, ever concerned that his
position of power might be upset, he sent
messengers ahead to Egypt, mounted on
speeding camels, to let everyone know
that he was very much still among the liv-
ing. Upon his return, carrier pigeons were
sent throughout the land to let the Egyp-
tians know that their sultan had returned.

In the end, Saladin failed to capture
Jerusalem as he had hoped, largely due
to the courage of Jerusalem’s leper king
and the skill and discipline of the Tem-
plars under Odo de St Armand. However,
whatever humiliation Saladin had faced

at Montgisard in the autumn of 1177, it
would be long forgotten a decade later
when the Holy City would finally be his.

Sir Knight Stephen Dafoe is a freelance
writer, author, and publisher who lives in
Alberta, Canada. He is Past Grand Historian
of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
and is currently serving on the editorial
review board of the Knight Templar maga-
zine. He is author of Nobly Born: An lllus-
trated History of the Knights Templar and
The Compasses and the Cross: A History of
the Masonic Knights Templar. He also coau-
thored The Warriors and the Bankers and
The Knights Templar Revealed. He is the
founder of TemplarHistory.com.

PO Box 3135

Morinville, Alberta

T8R 151

author@stephendafoe.com

Manchester Commandery No. 40 of
Manchester, Tennessee is pleased to
announce that we are continuing our
fundraiser for the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation and have added a beautiful
new “INRI Pin” and “Table Pin” to our
selection of unique lapel pins! In the
past six years of pin sales, donations
to the campaign have exceeded the
$36,000 mark! We would like to thank

those who have purchased these pins and encourage you to check out the new
pins we have available. The entire collection, along with 3 York Rite Pins, can also
be viewed in color at www.yorkriteusa.org . They are available for $6.50 each, or
any 9 (nine) pins for $45, shipping included. 100% of all profits go to the Knights
Templar Eye Foundation. Make check or money order in American funds payable
to Manchester Commandery No. 40. Send to Garry L. Carter, Recorder; 530 Win-
chester Hwy., Hillsboro, TN 37342. Thanks again for your continued support.

Montana Commandery is offering this 2’ by 1’ York

Rite magnetic sign for the price of 2 for $75 with all
proceeds going to our Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund.
Send check to Grand Commander at 2110 Wingate
Lane Billings, MT 59102, and order through phone
at 406-671-0142 or email at jimabiff@bresnan.net .
I2t6takes about a week to ten days to get them done.
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(Mrs. Duncan C.) Filomena M. Watson of Rhode Island Installed As
Supreme Worthy President, S.0.0.B., for 2009 - 2010

(Mrs. Duncan C.) Filomena M. Watson was installed as Supreme Worthy
President on Friday, September 25, 2009, at the 89" Annual Supreme Assembly
held in Denver, Colorado. She and her Sir Knight, Duncan, will visit 85 Assem-
blies in 33 states beginning with Casper Assembly No. 70, Wyoming on Septem-
ber 28, 2009. Mrs. Watson will preside in Cedar Rapids, lowa, during the 90
Annual Supreme Assembly to be held September 26 - October 1, 2010.

A member of Pawtucket Assembly No. 217 since 1997, she held
several offices and served as Worthy President in 2004 and 2005. She
has served Supreme Assembly as Supreme Tellers’ Chairman in 2005
and Supreme Necrology Committee in 2006. She was elected Supreme
Worthy Preceptress in Columbus, Ohio in 2006.

Her Sir Knight, Duncan, is a Past Commander of Calvary Command-
ery No. 13, East Providence, Rhode Island; Past Grand Commander of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island; Grand Representative from MA/RI to
Texas; Past High Priest of Providence Chapter No. 1, R.I.; Past Thrice II-
lustrious Master of Providence Council No. 1, R.I; Herald, Lodge Lecturer
in the York Rite Cross of Honor; and a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

Mrs. Watson was raised on a 100 acre dairy farm with fifty head of cattle and numerous other animals
in Warren, R.l. As a farmer’s daughter, responsibility and hard work were ingrained in her, her two broth-
ers, and a sister at an early age. She graduated from Warren High School with honors and was enrolled
in the R.I. Honor Society. From Bryant College in Providence, R.l., now known as Bryant University, she
received a Bachelor of Executive Secretarial Science Degree.

At Raytheon Company, Submarine Signal Division, Portsmouth, R.I., she began her career as Secretary
to the Training and Development Manager in their Personnel Department. She was promoted to Benefits
Administrator/Insurance Counselor.

In May, 1971, she and Duncan were married. They reside in Riverside, R.I.

After ten years of service at Raytheon, she left and furthered her career at the Providence Journal
company, the only major newspaper in R.l. Employed in the Personnel Department, she was involved with
labor relations, personnel, and employee benefits. She advanced to the corporate office and worked for the
Executive Directors in broadcasting, community relations, and marketing research. After twenty-three years
of service, she was affected by the Company’s downsizing, became an early retiree, and took some well
deserved time off. Her final employment destination was at the R.l. Department of Health as an Executive
Assistant to the Executive Director of Environmental Health. She worked in that capacity for nine years and
transferred to the R.l. Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline Department. In June, 2008, she retired to
prepare for her duties and responsibilities as Supreme Worthy President in 2009-2010.

Mrs. Watson is a member of the MA/RI Past Grand Commanders Officers Wives Association, Santa’s
Workshop, and a Life/Endowment member of the National Rifle Association. She competed in high power
rifle competition and won three medals. Her rifle, the AR-15, is the civilian model of the M-16 rifle used
in Vietnam and currently in Irag and Afghanistan.

Her Symbol is the Lion and the Lamb. Her Motto is, “Where there is Love, there is Life. Walk in Peace, Harmony, and
Count God'’s Blessings.” Two Bible scriptures have been selected: Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” Matthew 7:7-8: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you. For everyone who asks receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, it shall be opened.”

Mrs. Watson reiterates continuation to aid our Sir Knights in supporting the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation with donations, honorariums, and memorials. The most beautiful gift of restoring someone’s
sight is a wondrous and thankful delight!
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Twenty-four Florida Beauceant
members (right) formed an
honor guard for the incoming
R.E.G.C., S.K. Ideal Baldoni, pre-
ceding the Grand Commandery
Officers into the asylum during
the Grand Commandery Knights
Templar of Florida.

The All State Class (right) was com-
prised of members from many As-
semblies. This year the President was
Mrs. Leslie Loomis, No. 265, PA, and
all others were from Florida. Oracle
- Mrs. Steve Mitchell, No. 249; 1+
VP - Mrs. Frank Sender, No. 256; 2™
VP - Mrs. Howard Gardner, No. 208;
Preceptress - Mrs. George Wolf, No.
249; Recorder -Mrs. James Dicken-
son, No. 256; Treasurer - Mirs. James
Wall, No. 249; Marshal - Mrs. Keith
Dean, PSWP, No. 208; Asst. Marshal
- Mrs. James Moore, No. 249; Chap-
lain - Mrs. Jackie Fox, No. 249; Direc-
tor of Music - Mrs. Robert Beggs, No.
249; Standard Bearer - Mrs. William
Graham, No. 209/208; Color Bearer
- Mrs. Robert Birdsall, No. 208; Mis-
tress of the Wardrobe - Mrs. Robert
Grove, No. 209/208; Daughter of the
Household - Mrs. Jean MacMullen,
No. 249; Inner Guard - Mrs. Theo-
dore Hammond, No. 256; and Outer
Guard - Mrs. Ken West, No. 208.
28

During the Grand Conclave in Florida,
seven new sisters (left) were initiat-
ed by the All State Class: Mrs. David
Aponte, Mrs. Diana Bernhardt, Mrs.
Larry Duff, Mrs. Robert Sever, and
Mrs. Dencel Smith of Ocala No. 249
and Mrs. Ron Filpek and Mrs. Bruce
Laubenheimer of Orlando No. 256.
Pictured also are the President of
Ocala, Mrs. Fred Piasecki, and the
President of Orlando, Mrs. Ted Ham-
mond. In robe third from the left is
the President of the All State Class,
Mirs. Leslie Loomis of Elizabethtown
No. 265 (PA).

Above: Mrs. Paul Case, PSWHP,
Natick No. 209/Tampa No. 208;
Mrs. Leslie Loomis, PP, Elizabeth-
town No. 265; and Mrs. Keith Dean,
PSWP, Tampa No. 208.
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Elizabethtown Assembly No. 265, S.0.0.B. held a Special Meeting for the purpose of
initiation at the 156%™ Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar
of Pennsylvania hosted by S.K. Leslie J. Loomis, Right Eminent Grand Commander,
and Lady Sandy, Companion of the Temple, and held on May 17-20, 2009 at The
Inn at Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor, PA. Members from seven different Assemblies
(Elizabethtown No. 265, Carnegie No. 80, PA; Auburn No. 262, ME; Fredericksburg
No. 266, VA; Warren No. 77, OH; Ocala No. 249, FL; and Port Arthur No. 160 TX)
attended. Officers participating included Mrs. Thomas Miller, WP; Mrs. John Lewis,
MWO; Mrs. John Ellermann, 1st VP; Mrs. Edwin Carpenter, (No. 266), 2nd VP; Mrs.
Edward Scott, (No. 77) Preceptress; Mrs. Stephen Koonrad, Recorder; Mrs. Errol
Betzenberger, Treasurer; Mrs. George Taylor, Marshal; Mrs. Gene Bower, PP, Assis-
tant Marshal; Mrs. Leslie Loomis, PP, Chaplain; Mrs. Jacob Miller, Director of Music;
Miss Donna Faub, PP, (No. 80) Standard Bearer; Mrs. Jerry Hamilton, Color Bearer;
Mrs. Jay Eisenhauer, PP, Mistress of the Wardrobe; Mrs. Jeanette Rife, SMWO, (No.
160) Daughter of the Household and Ritualistic Instructor; Mrs. Alfred Much, Inner
Guard; Mrs. Fred Lombard, PP, (No. 262) Supreme Jewelry Committee, Outer Guard;
and Mrs. Jackie Fox (No. 249), escort for the candidates. Initiated were three new
members: Mrs. James Donnon, Mrs. Robert Klein, and Mrs. Mahlon Ressel. The thir-
ty-one (31) in attendance are pictured above.

Members of Elizabethtown Assembly No. 265 (Elizabethtown, PA) celebrated Christmas in

July and put “love in action” for their benevolent project for Ronald McDonald House. Mon-
etary donations, single serve food items, kitchen and office items, toiletries, and stuffed an-
imals were donated for the wish list. Seated (I-r) are Mrs. Thomas Miller, Worthy President;

Mrs. John Ellermann, First Vice President; and Mrs. Albert Miller, Project Chairman.
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A Photographic Sampler of Templar Jewels
Display at The Hoase of the Temple

John L. Palmer

n September, we published an excellent article by Aimee E. Newell about the

collection of Knight Templar Jewelry at the National Heritage Museum. | was

fortunate to be able to photograph part of the collection of Templar jewelry at
the museum in the House of the Temple in the District of Columbia and will share
some of the photos with you here as a follow up to her article.

This elegant Past Commander’s jewel obvi-
ously belonged to Eminent Sir Knight J. Wal-
ter Karsner of Columbia Commandery No. 2.
It has a large diamond in the center and five
october 2009



smaller ones on the top part. | show a close up of the top to point out the symbol-
ism. Note the position of the points of the compasses and the interlaced triple
triangles. This jewel was presented in 1923.

The Grand Encampment badge to the
left was made for the 41st Triennial
Conclave in Cleveland, Ohio in 1940.

If you have an unusual piece
of Templar jewelry and would
like to share, send photos
electronically to the managing

editor at the e-mail address on
page three, and we will work
them in as space permits.
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As you can see, Sir Knight Karsner lat-
er became Grand Commander of the
Grand Commandery of the District of
Columbia as is evidenced by this Past
Grand Commander’s jewel. It is not
improbable that the Grand Encamp-
ment Triennial badge on the previous
page may have been the one he wore
atthe 41 Triennial. Note the different
color of the right side of the wreath.
Each side is composed of a different
kind of leaf and has a different patina.
There is also a large diamond in the
center of this jewel.
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The watch fob on the facing page is typ- Note the symbolism surrounding the

ical of many that were made around pendant shown below. One wonders
the turn of the century, but it has a if it was a lady’s pendant. If so, there
larger number of jewels than average is an unusual amount of symbolism
and is extremely well preserved. With integrated into the design. I'll pub-
five rubies and seventeen diamonds, it lish some more photos in the future
certainly catches your eye. if you are interested.
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Bnights
at the Bookshelf

Sir Knight
Mark A. Tabbert
John D. Hamilton, Joseph Marino, and James Kaplan; The American Fraternal Sword,
An lllustrated Reference Guide; Mowbray Publishing, Woonsocket, Rl, 2009
ISBN: 1-931464-38-3 Price: $79.99 Hardbound, 247 pages, 600 color illustrations.

resident McKinley was a Knight
Templar. He received the Ma-
sonic Orders of Knight Templars
(KTY in Canton (OH) Commandery No. 28
in 1884. There is a well-known photo-
graph of Sir Knight McKinley in his uni-
form and sword. When compared in The
American Fraternal Sword, An Illustrated
Reference Guide, it appears that McKin-
ley owned an Ames manufactured sword
(KM 291) found on page 155. This is how
a curator or collector feeds his passion,
and why such books are published.
Despite many recent fine books, in-
cluding co-author John Hamilton’s 1994
Material Culture of American Freema-
sons, historians continue to leave fra-
ternal societies unexplored. Indeed, The
American Fraternal Sword is written for
collectors more than historians. That it is
not written for Freemasons, Odd Fellows
and other “fraternal knights” reveals the
diminished state of fraternal societies.
Retired museum curator and executive
director, and 33 Degree Freemason John
Hamilton provides most of the book’s text,
facts, and information. Although well pre-
sented and concise in a complex narrative,
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the first chapter contains some inaccura-
cies and more than one oversight. For ex-
ample, the phrase, “Freemasons . . . with
roots said to be found among the stone-
masons employed in building King Solo-
mon’s Temple” could have avoided that
myth by simply stating that the fraternity
began in Britain in the 1600s. Another
example is the flamberge blade (wavy or
undulating edges) does not refer to the
burning bush of God, but the flaming
sword carried by the angel who guards
the Garden of Eden.

But this is a reference guide, and this
is what makes it highly valuable. Orga-
nized alphabetically by organization,
each entry combines information of
three standard references: Albert Ste-
ven’s Cyclopedia of Fraternities (1896 &
1907 editions), Arthur Preuss’ A Diction-
ary of Secret and Other Societies (1924)
and Alvin J. Schmidt’s Fraternal Orga-
nizations (1980). It is Joseph Marion’s
and James Kaplan’s vast sword collec-
tion (more than 2,000) that make the
book. Within 170 pages, more than 300
fraternal organizations are cited with
photographs of nearly 600 swords. This
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includes a few swords that are not iden-
tified to an organization, such as “HW”
(page 74) and conversely, such organiza-
tions as the Shield of Honor (p.199) that
are listed despite lacking a sword to il-
lustrate. The variety of swords is amaz-
ing, and the layout, photography, and
printing allow close-up examination of
the swords’ ornate styles.

Parts Il and VI, along with several
appendices, provide more important
details including lists of sword makers
and distributors, sword inventions, and
patents that allow mass manufacturing
beginning after the Civil War. A time line
of manufactures and a list of currently
active sword manufacturers would
have been helpful additions. The book
concludes with seven appendices that
include styles of crosses, fraternal mot-
tos, statistics on membership, and other
good information.

knight templar

This excellent book should be re-
quired for every museum (both fraternal
and non-fraternal) and every member
of a fraternal order in the least bit inter-
ested in history. Certainly it compliments
the several other fraternal regalia books
published in the last 20 years.

Thanks to this guide, President Wil-
liam McKinley’s KT sword is known. Al-
though it is just one sword identified out
of perhaps five million made, this excel-
lent guide gives hope to collectors, cura-
tors, fraternal knights and grandchildren
of members of so many “lost societies.”
Through it they may identify the remain-
ing 4,999,999.

Sir Knight Mark A. Tabbert is a member of
Boston Commandery No. 2, Boston, MA
and is the Director of Collections of the
George Washington Masonic Memorial in
Alexandria, VA.

35



£ "ON Hwied
NI ‘Pieyusein
alvd
39V1S0d ‘SN
"OHO LIJOHANON

C0vT-TOVLL X1 “241e||ag
G6 21nS ‘Yinos dooT 1S9 6065
Jejdwia) ySuy



